


Workshop Objectives

At the end of this training you will learn:

• The importance of the Hazard Communication Standard  

(HAZCOM) and the Globally Harmonized System of 

Classification and Labelling of Chemicals (GHS) to protect you 

against chemical hazards.

• The different requirements for supplier and workplace labels. 

• How to use Safety Data Sheets (SDSs) in order to handle the 

product safely in your work area.

• Possible health and safety hazards you may encounter.

• To identify the HAZCOM (GHS) pictograms and the precautions 

to take when handling the product or material.

• Rights and responsibilities as they relate to HAZCOM (GHS).
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HAZCOM (GHS)

In 2012, the Occupational Safety 

and Health Association (OSHA) 

updated the Hazard 

Communication Standard (HCS) 

to HAZCOM and aligned it with 

the Globally Harmonized System 

of Classification and Labelling of 

Chemicals (GHS). 
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What is HAZCOM (GHS)?

• HAZCOM (GHS) provides globally 

standardized chemical hazard 

classification, information, and 

communication. 

• It protects employees against illness and 

accidents, and creates a common 

language that will reduce trade barriers 

and provide the same information for 

workplace hazardous chemicals 

regardless of where the producer or 

manufacturer is located.

3



There are two components to HAZCOM:

• Chemical manufacturers and importers are required to evaluate 

the hazards of the chemicals they produce or import, and 

prepare labels and safety data sheets to convey the hazard 

information to customers;

• All employers with hazardous chemicals in their workplaces 

must have labels and safety data sheets for their exposed 

workers, and train them to handle the chemicals appropriately.
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What is HAZCOM (GHS)?



HAZCOM (GHS) Main Elements

• Labels

– Supplier Label

– Workplace Label

• Safety Data Sheets (SDSs)

• Worker Education

Toluene 

DIMETHYL
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What is GHS?

OSHA has aligned HAZCOM with the 

Globally Harmonized System of 

Classification and Labelling of Chemicals 

(GHS). GHS was developed by the United 

Nations to establish globally a common 

set of rules for classifying hazardous 

products, labels, and a standard format for 

Safety Data Sheets or SDSs (formerly 

known as Material Safety Data Sheets or 

MSDS).

GHS does not replace HAZCOM.
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Purpose of HAZCOM (GHS)

To protect the health and safety of 

everyone who works with or near 

hazardous workplace materials.
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A hazardous product is the name given to a product, material or 

substance that is capable of posing significant risk to health, safety, 

and property. The products are regulated by HAZCOM (GHS) and 

fall into one or more hazard classes – each uniquely identified by a 

pictogram for quick recognition.
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What is a Hazardous Product? 



Summary

There are far too many potentially hazardous materials and 

processes in workplaces to cover all of them in this session. 

Be aware of what chemicals are in use in your workplace or work 

area, and how they are used. 
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Be sure you know the potential hazards 

of the products you handle, and how to 

protect yourself. 



Questions ?
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